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                              “And what you have 
                                heard from me 
                               in the presence 
                         of many witnesses 
                 entrust to faithful men 
                           who will be able 
                  to teach others also.” 
 
                                              (2 Timothy 2:2) 
 

Building a Permanent Endowment  
At the request of President Matthew Harrison and the 
LCMS Church Relations Office, the Siberian Lutheran 
Mission Society has been asked to build an endowment 
capable of making the Lutheran Seminary in Novosibirsk, 
Siberia, Russia, financially self-sufficient. The goal is to raise 
$7 million. A large, American, charitable foundation will 
continue to support most of the operating budget of the 
seminary while the Siberian Mission Society raises money 
for permanent, on-going support. 
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Cover photo: Christmas in Buryatia, Siberia, east from Novosibirsk 
near the Mongolian border. 
 

Note: This report as of December 31, 2021. The Save the Seminary 
Campaign fiscal year is July 1 – June 30. 
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Save the Seminary Campaign Advances Significantly in 2021 
Eternally blessed! There is no better way to describe 
the Save the Seminary Campaign in 2021. 
 

As the world began rebounding from the pandemic, 
seminary rector, Rev. Dr. Alexey Streltsov, and his 
wife Elena, traveled to the United States to headline 
fundraising events in Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, 
and Indiana. While in the U. S., Dr. Streltsov also was 
interviewed on Lutheran Public Radio; and upon his 
return to Novosibirsk, he made a special 
presentation via ZOOM® for the American Society of 
Germans from Russia’s Treffen Tuesday series. These 
events widened relationships among LCMS churches 
and combined with the generosity and continued 
support of churches and individual donors, they 
helped the campaign grow by more than $922,000.  
 

In June, the campaign received a $100,000 grant 
from the Lutheran Women’s Mission League to  

Endowment total:             $ 1,836,787  
Lutheran Legacy Foundation:  $ 1,067,544   
LCMS Foundation:    $    251,638  
Statement Cash:    $    107,913 (Total cash less $40,000 held for current needs)  
 

Pledges current:    $      59,692 (Less $100,000 from LWML grant)*  
Pledges Wills and Estates:   $    350,000  
 

Direct support of current needs (approximately $75,000/year)  
To date:     $    264,805   
Held for last year:    $      15,000   
Held for this year:    $      25,000   
Pledges for 2022/2023:  $    100,000  *(Lutheran Women’s Mission League grant) 
 

Summary of fundraising (campaign expenses and annual seminary support) 
Received:     $    266,146 (Lutheran Legacy Foundation)  
Spent to date:    $    237,469   
Cash available:    $      28,677   
Additional amount pledged:  $      46,700 (Lutheran Legacy Foundation) 
 

Total campaign funds (all purposes):   $2,353,010 
 

The Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Novosibirsk 

provides pastoral training for 
the Siberian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. When 

founded in 1997, LCMS pastors 
and seminary professors 

traveled from the U.S. to Russia 
to teach at the seminary. Today, 

the seminary is independent, 
with a world-class faculty of 

Russian professors. 

Yury Kulikov is a 2021 graduate 
of the Lutheran Seminary in 
Novosibirsk. Studying for the 
ministry in Russia often involves 
personal sacrifices for 
seminarians and their families. 
Having relocated to Novosibirsk 
from eastern Siberia, both Yuri 
and his wife, a teacher, have 
worked while he pursued his 
pastoral studies. 

The laying on of hands is 
perhaps the defining moment 
in the ordination of a new 
pastor. Siberian Lutheran 
Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin 
ordained Deacon Vitaly 
Smirnov as a new priest at the 
Parish of Saint Andrew in 
Novosibirsk, located in the 
same building as the seminary. 
 

underwrite part of the seminary’s operating 
expenses for the next two years. A grant from St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church in Spring Lake, Michigan, 
also will help support a professor’s salary for the 
next year; and a grant from the Lutheran Legacy 
Foundation continued to fund campaign expenses, 
so all gifts go directly to support the campaign. 
 

Once again, gifts to the Save the Seminary Campaign 
helped the seminary survive. In fact, the seminary in 
Novosibirsk is the only pastoral training school still 
fully operating among the 11 confessional Lutheran 
seminaries founded in Russia and the surrounding 
area since the 1990s.  
 

Gifts to the campaign matter greatly, as graduates 
take the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Russian 
people. We are blessed, now and eternally! 
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